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1. Natural State (Law of Nature)
a. “The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which obliges every one: and
reason, which is that law, teaches all mankind, who will but consult it, that being all
equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or
possessions“
b. “Those who are united into one body, and have a common established law and
judicature to appeal to, with authority to decide controversies between them, and
punish offenders, are in civil society one with another: but those who have no such
common appeal, I mean on earth, are still in the state of nature, each being, where
there is no other, judge for himself, and executioner; which is, as I have before
shewed it, the perfect state of nature. “
c. Equality and Freedom
i. “TO understand political power right, and derive it from its original, we must
consider, what state all men are naturally in, and that is, a state of perfect
freedom to order their actions, and dispose of their possessions and persons, as
they think fit, within the bounds of the law of nature, without asking leave, or
depending upon the will of any other man. “
ii. “… if any one in the state of nature may punish another for any evil he has done,
every one may do so: for in that state of perfect equality, where naturally there
is no superiority or jurisdiction of one over another, what any may do in
prosecution of that law, every one must needs have a right to do. “
d. Right of Punishment and Retribution
i. “In transgressing the law of nature, the offender declares himself to live by
another rule than that of reason and common equity, which is that measure
God has set to the actions of men, for their mutual security; and so he becomes
dangerous to mankind, the tye, which is to secure them from injury and
violence, being slighted and broken by him. Which being a trespass against the
whole species, and the peace and safety of it, provided for by the law of nature,
every man upon this score, by the right he hath to preserve mankind in general,
may restrain, or where it is necessary, destroy things noxious to them, and so
may bring such evil on any one, who hath transgressed that law, as may make
him repent the doing of it, and thereby deter him, and by his example others,
from doing the like mischief. And in the case, and upon this ground, EVERY MAN
HATH A RIGHT TO PUNISH THE OFFENDER, AND BE EXECUTIONER OF THE LAW
OF NATURE. “
ii. “… he who hath received any damage, has, besides the right of punishment
common to him with other men, a particular right to seek reparation from him
that has done it: and any other person, who finds it just, may also join with him
that is injured, and assist him in recovering from the offender so much as may
make satisfaction for the harm he has suffered“
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iii. “… he who has suffered the damage has a right to demand in his own name, and
he alone can remit: the damnified person has this power of appropriating to
himself the goods or service of the offender, by right of self - preservation, as
every man has a power to punish the crime, to prevent its being committed
again, by the right he has of preserving all mankind, and doing all reasonable
things he can in order to that end: and thus it is, that every man, in the state of
nature, has a power to kill a murderer, both to deter others from doing the like
injury, which no reparation can compensate, by the example of the punishment
that attends it from every body, and also to secure men from the attempts of a
criminal, who having renounced reason, the common rule and measure God
hath given to mankind, hath, by the unjust violence and slaughter he hath
committed upon one, declared war against all mankind, and therefore may be
destroyed as a lion or a tyger, one of those wild savage beasts, with whom men
can have no society nor security: and upon this is grounded that great law of
nature, Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed. “
e. Limitations under Law of Nature
i. May not destroy oneself
1. “… he has not liberty to destroy himself, or so much as any creature in
his possession, but where some nobler use than its bare preservation
calls for it. “
2. “… a man, not having the power of his own life, cannot, by compact, or
his own consent, enslave himself to any one, nor put himself under the
absolute, arbitrary power of another, to take away his life, when he
pleases. No body can give more power than he has himself; and he
that cannot take away his own life, cannot give another power over it.
“
ii. Cannot make himself a slave
1. “… the perfect condition of slavery, which is nothing else, but the state
of war continued, between a lawful conqueror and a captive: for, if once
compact enter between them, and make an agreement for a limited
power on the one side, and obedience on the other, the state of war
and slavery ceases, as long as the compact endures: for, as has been
said, no man can, by agreement, pass over to another that which he
hath not in himself, a power over his own life. “
iii. Cannot be a judge in his own case
1. “… civil government is the proper remedy for the inconveniencies of the
state of nature, which must certainly be great, where men may be
judges in their own case, since it is easy to be imagined, that he who
was so unjust as to do his brother an injury, will scarce be so just as to
condemn himself for it“

2. Parental Authority and Rights of Children
a. Inequality
i. “Though I have said above, Chap. II. That all men by nature are equal, I cannot
be supposed to understand all sorts of equality: age or virtue may give men a
just precedency: excellency of parts and merit may place others above the
common level: birth may subject some, and alliance or benefits others, to pay
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an observance to those to whom nature, gratitude, or other respects, may have
made it due: and yet all this consists with the equality, which all men are in, in
respect of jurisdiction or dominion one over another; which was the equality I
there spoke of, as proper to the business in hand, being that equal right, that
every man hath, to his natural freedom, without being subjected to the will or
authority of any other man. “
ii. “Children, I confess, are not born in this full state of equality, though they are
born to it. Their parents have a sort of rule and jurisdiction over them, when
they come into the world, and for some time after; but it is but a temporary
one. The bonds of this subjection are like the swaddling clothes they art wrapt
up in, and supported by, in the weakness of their infancy: age and reason as
they grow up, loosen them, till at length they drop quite off, and leave a man at
his own free disposal. “
iii. “And so lunatics and ideots are never set free from the government of their
parents; children, who are not as yet come unto those years whereat they may
have; and innocents which are excluded by a natural defect from ever having;
thirdly, madmen, which for the present cannot possibly have the use of right
reason to guide themselves, have for their guide, the reason that guideth other
men which are tutors over them, to seek and procure their good for them, says
Hooker, Eccl. Pol. lib. i. sec. 7. All which seems no more than that duty, which
God and nature has laid on man, as well as other creatures, to preserve their
offspring, till they can be able to shift for themselves, and will scarce amount to
an instance or proof of parents regal authority. “
b. Full use of Reason is Requisite for Freedom and Equality
i. “The freedom then of man, and liberty of acting according to his own will, is
grounded on his having reason, which is able to instruct him in that law he is
to govern himself by, and make him know how far he is left to the freedom of
his own will. To turn him loose to an unrestrained liberty, before he has
reason to guide him, is not the allowing him the privilege of his nature to be
free; but to thrust him out amongst brutes, and abandon him to a state as
wretched, and as much beneath that of a man, as their’s. This is that which
puts the authority into the parents hands to govern the minority of their
children. “
c. Authority
i. “The power, then, that parents have over their children, arises from that duty
which is incumbent on them, to take care of their off - spring, during the
imperfect state of childhood. “
ii. “His command over his children is but temporary, and reaches not their life or
property: it is but a help to the weakness and imperfection of their nonage, a
discipline necessary to their education: “
iii. “… all this puts no scepter into the father’s hand, no sovereign power of
commanding. He has no dominion over his son’s property, or actions; nor any
right, that his will should prescribe to his son’s in all things; however it may
become his son in many things, not very inconvenient to him and his family, to
pay a deference to it. “
d. An End of Obedience but not Honor
i. “… a man may withdraw himself, having license from divine authority to leave
father and mother, and cleave to his wife. “
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ii. “God having made the parents instruments in his great design of continuing the
race of mankind, and the occasions of life to their children; as he hath laid on
them an obligation to nourish, preserve, and bring up their offspring; so he has
laid on the children a perpetual obligation of honouring their parents, “
iii. “… from this obligation no state, no freedom can absolve children. But this is
very far from giving parents a power of command over their children, or an
authority to make laws and dispose as they please of their lives or liberties. “
iv. “A man may owe honour and respect to an ancient, or wise man; defence to
his child or friend; relief and support to the distressed; and gratitude to a
benefactor, to such a degree, that all he has, all he can do, cannot sufficiently
pay it: but all these give no authority, no right to any one, of making laws over
him from whom they are owing. “
e. Inheritance still confers authority
i. “But if they will enjoy the inheritance of their ancestors, they must take it on the
same terms their ancestors had it, and submit to all the conditions annexed to
such a possession. “
ii. “… it is obvious to conceive how easy it was, in the first ages of the world, and in
places still, where the thinness of people gives families leave to separate into
unpossessed quarters, and they have room to remove or plant themselves in yet
vacant habitations, for the father of the family to become the prince of * it; he
had been a ruler from the beginning of the infancy of his children: and since
without some government it would be hard for them to live together, it was
likeliest it should, by the express or tacit consent of the children when they
were grown up, be in the father, “

3. Conjugal Society
a. Authority from God
i. “God hath certainly appointed government to restrain the partiality and
violence of men. “
ii. “GOD having made man such a creature, that in his own judgment, it was not
good for him to be alone, put him under strong obligations of necessity,
convenience, and inclination to drive him into society, as well as fitted him with
understanding and language to continue and enjoy it. “
iii. “… the great Creator, who having given to man foresight, and an ability to lay up
for the future, as well as to supply the present necessity, hath made it
necessary, that society of man and wife should be more lasting, than of male
and female amongst other creatures; that so their industry might be
encouraged, and their interest better united, to make provision and lay up
goods for their common issue, which uncertain mixture, or easy and frequent
solutions of conjugal society would mightily disturb. “
iv. “But the husband and wife, though they have but one common concern, yet
having different understandings, will unavoidably sometimes have different
wills too; it therefore being necessary that the last determination, i. e. the rule,
should be placed somewhere; it naturally falls to the man’s share, as the abler
and the stronger. But this reaching but to the things of their common interest
and property, leaves the wife in the full and free possession of what by contract
is her peculiar right, and gives the husband no more power over her life than
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she has over his; the power of the husband being so far from that of an absolute
monarch, that the wife has in many cases a liberty to separate from him, where
natural right, or their contract allows it; whether that contract be made by
themselves in the state of nature, or by the customs or laws of the country they
live in; and the children upon such separation fall to the father or mother’s lot,
as such contract does determine. “
v. “Conjugal society could subsist and attain its ends without it; nay, community of
goods, and the power over them, mutual assistance and maintenance, and
other things belonging to conjugal society, might be varied and regulated by
that contract which unites man and wife in that society, as far as may consist
with procreation and the bringing up of children till they could shift for
themselves; nothing being necessary to any society, that is not necessary to the
ends for which it is made. “
vi. “… paterfamilias (whether there be any slaves in his family or no) he has no
legislative power of life and death over any of them, and none too but what a
mistress of a family may have as well as he. “

4. Political State (political power)
a. Definition
i. “But because no political society can be, nor subsist, without having in itself
the power to preserve the property, and in order thereunto, punish the
offences of all those of that society; there, and there only is political society,
where every one of the members hath quitted this natural power, resigned it
up into the hands of the community in all cases that exclude him not from
appealing for protection to the law established by it. And thus all private
judgment of every particular member being excluded, the community comes
to be umpire, by settled standing rules, indifferent, and the same to all
parties; and by men having authority from the community, for the execution
of those rules, decides all the differences that may happen between any
members of that society concerning any matter of right; and punishes those
offences which any member hath committed against the society, with such
penalties as the law has established: whereby it is easy to discern, who are,
and who are not, in political society together. “
b. History
i. “… if we may not suppose men ever to have been in the state of nature,
because we hear not much of them in such a state, we may as well suppose the
armies of Salmanasser or Xerxes were never children, because we hear little of
them, till they were men, and imbodied in armies. Government is every where
antecedent to records, and letters seldom come in amongst a people till a long
continuation of civil society has, by other more necessary arts, provided for
their safety, ease, and plenty: and then they begin to look after the history of
their founders, and search into their original, when they have outlived the
memory of it: for it is with commonwealths as with particular persons, they are
commonly ignorant of their own births and infancies: and if they know any thing
of their original, they are beholden for it, to the accidental records that others
have kept of it. “
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ii. “… the beginning of Rome and Venice were by the uniting together of several
men free and independent one of another, amongst whom there was no natural
superiority or subjection.
iii. “… reason being plain on our side, that men are naturally free, and the examples
of history shewing, that the governments of the world, that were begun in
peace, had their beginning laid on that foundation, and were made by the
consent of the people; there can be little room for doubt, either where the right
is, or what has been the opinion, or practice of mankind, about the first erecting
of governments. “
iv. “… the beginning of politic society depends upon the consent of the individuals,
to join into, and make one society; who, when they are thus incorporated, might
set up what form of government they thought fit. “
v. “… it is plain that the reason, that continued the form of government in a single
person, was not any regard, or respect to paternal authority; since all petty
monarchies, that is, almost all monarchies, near their original, have been
commonly, at least upon occasion, elective. “
vi. “First then, in the beginning of things, the father’s government of the childhood
of those sprung from him, having accustomed them to the rule of one man, and
taught them that where it was exercised with care and skill, with affection and
love to those under it, it was sufficient to procure and preserve to men all the
political happiness they sought for in society. It was no wonder that they should
pitch upon, and naturally run into that form of government, which from their
infancy they had been all accustomed to; and which, by experience, they had
found both easy and safe. “
vii. “… it was not at all strange, that they should not much trouble themselves to
think of methods of restraining any exorbitances of those to whom they had
given the authority over them, and of balancing the power of government, by
placing several parts of it in different hands. “
viii. “But though the golden age (before vain ambition, and amor sceleratus
habendi, evil concupiscence, had corrupted men’s minds into a mistake of true
power and honour) had more virtue, and consequently better governors, as well
as less vicious subjects, and there was then no stretching prerogative on the one
side, to oppress the people; nor consequently on the other, any dispute about
privilege, to lessen or restrain the power of the magistrate, and so no contest
betwixt rulers and people about governors or goveernment: yet, when ambition
and luxury in future ages * would retain and increase the power, without doing
the business for which it was given; and aided by flattery, taught princes to have
distinct and separate interests from their people, men found it necessary to
examine more carefully the original and rights of government; and to find out
ways to restrain the exorbitances, and prevent the abuses of that power, which
they having intrusted in another’s hands only for their own good, they found
was made use of to hurt them. “
ix. “Thus we may see how probable it is, that people that were naturally free, and
by their own consent either submitted to the government of their father, or
united together out of different families to make a government, should
generally put the rule into one man’s hands, and chuse to be under the conduct
of a single person, without so much as by express conditions limiting or
regulating his power, which they thought safe enough in his honesty and
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prudence; though they never dreamed of monarchy being lure Divino, which we
never heard of among mankind, till it was revealed to us by the divinity of this
last age; nor ever allowed paternal power to have a right to dominion, or to be
the foundation of all government. And thus much may suffice to shew, that as
far as we have any light from history, we have reason to conclude, that all
peaceful beginnings of government have been laid in the consent of the people.
I say peaceful, because I shall have occasion in another place to speak of
conquest, which some esteem a way of beginning of governments. “
c. Reasons for Existence (security and protection of property)
i. “IF man in the state of nature be so free, as has been said; if he be absolute
lord of his own person and possessions, equal to the greatest, and subject to
no body, why will he part with his freedom ? why will he give up this empire,
and subject himself to the dominion and controul of any other power ? To
which it is obvious to answer, that though in the state of nature he hath such a
right, yet the enjoyment of it is very uncertain, and constantly exposed to the
invasion of others: for all being kings as much as he, every man his equal, and
the greater part no strict observers of equity and justice, the enjoyment of the
property he has in this state is very unsafe, very unsecure. This makes him
willing to quit a condition, which, however free, is full of fears and continual
dangers: and it is not without reason, that he seeks out, and is willing to join in
society with others, who are already united, or have a mind to unite, for the
mutual preservation of their lives, liberties and estates, which I call by the
general name, property. “
ii. Security
1. “… it is not every compact that puts an end to the state of nature
between men, but only this one of agreeing together mutually to enter
into one community, and make one body politic; other promises, and
compacts, men may make one with another, and yet still be in the state
of nature. “
2. “POLITICAL POWER, then, I take to be a RIGHT of making laws with
penalties of death, and consequently all less penalties, for the
regulating and preserving of property, and of employing the force of
the community, in the execution of such laws, and in the defence of
the common-wealth from foreign injury; and all this only for the public
good. “
3. “… therefore it is no wonder they put themselves into such a frame of
government, as was not only, as I said, most obvious and simple, but
also best suited to their present state and condition; which stood more
in need of defence against foreign invasions and injuries, than of
multiplicity of laws. “
4. “… their first care and thought cannot but be supposed to be, how to
secure themselves against foreign force. It was natural for them to put
themselves under a frame of government which might best serve to
that end, and chuse the wisest and bravest man to conduct them in
their wars, and lead them out against their enemies, and in this chiefly
be their ruler.
5. “… the children of Israel desired a king, like all the nations to judge
them, and to go out before them, and to fight their battles, (I. Sam viii.
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20) God granting their desire, says to Samuel, I will send thee a man,
and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he
may save my people out of the hands of the Philistines, ix. 16. As if the
only business of a king had been to lead out their armies, and fight in
their defence; “
iii. Property
1. “Though the earth, and all inferior creatures, be common to all men,
yet every man has a property in his own person: this no body has any
right to but himself. The labour of his body, and the work of his hands,
we may say, are properly his. “
2. “… this labour being the unquestionable property of the labourer, no
man but he can have a right to what that is once joined to, at least
where there is enough, and as good, left in common for others.
3. Nothing was made by God for man to spoil or destroy. “
4. “God and his reason commanded him to subdue the earth, i.e. improve
it for the benefit of life, and therein lay out something upon it that was
his own, his labour. “
5. “As much land as a man tills, plants, improves, cultivates, and can use
the product of, so much is his property. He by his labour does, as it
were, inclose it from the common. “
6. “… every man, that hath any possessions, or enjoyment, of any part of
the dominions of any government, doth thereby give his tacit consent,
and is as far forth obliged to obedience to the laws of that government,
during such enjoyment, as any one under it; whether this his possession
be of land, to him and his heirs for ever, or a lodging only for a week; or
whether it be barely travelling freely on the highway; and in effect, it
reaches as far as the very being of any one within the territories of that
government. “
7. “To understand this the better, it is fit to consider, that every man,
when he at first incorporates himself into any commonwealth, he, by his
uniting himself thereunto, annexed also, and submits to the community,
those possessions, which he has, or shall acquire, that do not already
belong to any other government: “
8. “… he, that has once, by actual agreement, and any express declaration,
given his consent to be of any commonwealth, is perpetually and
indispensably obliged to be, and remain unalterably a subject to it, and
can never be again in the liberty of the state of nature; unless, by any
calamity, the government he was under comes to be dissolved; or else
by some public act cuts him off from being any longer a member of it. “
iv. Waste
1. “… he that leaves as much as another can make use of, does as good as
take nothing at all. No body could think himself injured by the drinking
of another man, though he took a good draught, who had a whole river
of the same water left him to quench his thirst: “
2. “The same measures governed the possession of land too: whatsoever
he tilled and reaped, laid up and made use of, before it spoiled, that
was his peculiar right; whatsoever he enclosed, and could feed, and
make use of, the cattle and product was also his. But if either the grass
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of his enclosure rotted on the ground, or the fruit of his planting
perished without gathering, and laying up, this part of the earth,
notwithstanding his enclosure, was still to be looked on as waste, and
might be the possession of any other. “
v. Money compels men to produce more than they need
1. “… since there is land enough in the world to suffice double the
inhabitants, had not the invention of money, and the tacit agreement of
men to put a value on it, introduced (by consent) larger possessions,
and a right to them; which, how it has done, I shall by and by shew more
at large. “
2. “This is certain, that in the beginning, before the desire of having more
than man needed had altered the intrinsic value of things, which
depends only on their usefulness to the life of man; or had agreed, that
a little piece of yellow metal, which would keep without wasting or
decay, should be worth a great piece of flesh, or a whole heap of corn;
though men had a right to appropriate, by their labour, each one of
himself, as much of the things of nature, as he could use: yet this could
not be much, nor to the prejudice of others, where the same plenty was
still left to those who would use the same industry. To which let me
add, that he who appropriates land to himself by his labour, does not
lessen, but increase the common stock of mankind: for the provisions
serving to the support of human life, produced by one acre of inclosed
and cultivated land, are (to speak much within compass) ten times more
than those which are yielded by an acre of land of an equal richness
lying waste in common. And therefore he that incloses land, and has a
greater plenty of the conveniencies of life from ten acres, than he could
have from an hundred left to nature, may truly be said to give ninety
acres to mankind: for his labour now supplies him with provisions out of
ten acres, which were but the product of an hundred lying in common. “
3. “Before the appropriation of land, he who gathered as much of the
wild fruit, killed, caught, or tamed, as many of the beasts, as he could;
he that so imployed his pains about any of the spontaneous products
of nature, as any way to alter them from the state which nature put
them in, by placing any of his labour on them, did thereby acquire a
propriety in them: but if they perished, in his possession, without their
due use; if the fruits rotted, or the venison putrified, before he could
spend it, he offended against the common law of nature, and was
liable to be punished; he invaded his neighbour’s share, for he had no
right, farther than his use called for any of them, and they might serve
to afford him conveniencies of life. “
4. “It is labour then which puts the greatest part of value upon land,
without which it would scarcely be worth any thing: it is to that we owe
the greatest part of all its useful products; for all that the straw, bran,
bread, of that acre of wheat, is more worth than the product of an acre
of as good land, which lies waste, is all the effect of labour: for it is not
barely the plough - man’s pains, the reaper’s and thresher’s toil, and the
baker’s sweat, is to be counted into the bread we eat; the labour of
those who broke the oxen, who digged and wrought the iron and
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stones, who felled and framed the timber employed about the plough,
mill, oven, or any other utensils, which are a vast number, requisite to
this corn, from its being feed to be sown to its being made bread, must
all be charged on the account of labour, and received as an effect of
that: nature and the earth furnished only the almost worthless
materials, as in themselves. “
5. “But since gold and silver, being little useful to the life of man in
proportion to food, raiment, and carriage, has its value only from the
consent of men, whereof labour yet makes, in great part, the measure,
it is plain, that men have agreed to a disproportionate and unequal
possession of the earth, they having, by a tacit and voluntary consent,
found out, a way how a man may fairly possess more land than he
himself can use the product of, by receiving in exchange for the
overplus gold and silver, which may be hoarded up without injury to
any one; these metals not spoiling or decaying in the hands of the
possessor. “
d. Rule of the Majority
i. “… it is necessary the body should move that way whither the greater force
carries it, which is the consent of the majority: or else it is impossible it should
act or continue one body, one community, which the consent of every individual
that united into it, agreed that it should; and so every one is bound by that
consent to be concluded by the majority. “
ii. “… where the majority cannot conclude the rest, there they cannot act as one
body, and consequently will be immediately dissolved again. “
e. Freedom only exists in a Political State
i. “THE natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth, and
not to be under the will or legislative authority of man, but to have only the law
of nature for his rule. The liberty of man, in society, is to be under no other
legislative power, but that established, by consent, in the commonwealth; “
ii. “… where there is no law, there is no freedom: for liberty is, to be free from
restraint and violence from others; which cannot be, where there is no law:
but freedom is not, as we are told, a liberty for every man to do what he lists:
(for who could be free, when every other man’s humour might domineer over
him ?) but a liberty to dispose, and order as he lists, his person, actions,
possessions, and his whole property, within the allowance of those laws under
which he is, and therein not to be subject to the arbitrary will of another, but
freely follow his own. “

5. Authority from the People: To Set Laws, To Judge, To Execute
Justice, Exercise Federative Power
a. “… herein we have the original of the legislative and executive power of civil society,
which is to judge by standing laws, how far offences are to be punished, when
committed within the common-wealth; and also to determine, by occasional judgments
founded on the present circumstances of the fact, how far injuries from without are to
be vindicated; and in both these to employ all the force of all the members, when there
shall be need. “
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b. “First, There wants an established, settled, known law, received and allowed by
common consent to be the standard of right and wrong, “
c. “Secondly, In the state of nature there wants a known and indifferent judge, with
authority to determine all differences according to the established law: “
d. “Thirdly, In the state of nature there often wants power to back and support the
sentence when right, and to give it due execution, “
e. “Thus mankind, notwithstanding all the privileges of the state of nature, being but in
an ill condition, while they remain in it, are quickly driven into society. Hence it comes
to pass, that we seldom find any number of men live any time together in this state.
The inconveniencies that they are therein exposed to, by the irregular and uncertain
exercise of the power every man has of punishing the transgressions of others, make
them take sanctuary under the established laws of government, and therein seek the
preservation of their property. It is this makes them so willingly give up every one his
single power of punishing, to be exercised by such alone, as shall be appointed to it
amongst them; and by such rules as the community, or those authorized by them to
that purpose, shall agree on. And in this we have the original right and rise of both the
legislative and executive power, as well as of the governments and societies
themselves.“
f. “For in the state of nature, to omit the liberty he has of innocent delights, a man has
two powers. The first is to do whatsoever he thinks fit for the preservation of himself,
and others within the permission of the law of nature: by which law, common to them
all, he and all the rest of mankind are one community, make up one society, distinct
from all other creatures. And were it not for the corruption and vitiousness of
degenerate men, there would be no need of any other; no necessity that men should
separate from this great and natural community, and by positive agreements combine
into smaller and divided associations. The other power a man has in the state of nature,
is the power to punish the crimes committed against that law. Both these he gives up,
when he joins in a private, if I may so call it, or particular politic society, and
incorporates into any common-wealth, separate from the rest of mankind. “
g. “But though men, when they enter into society, give up the equality, liberty, and
executive power they had in the state of nature, into the hands of the society, to be so
far disposed of by the legislative, as the good of the society shall require; yet it being
only with an intention in every one the better to preserve himself, his liberty and
property; (for no rational creature can be supposed to change his condition with an
intention to be worse) the power of the society, or legislative constituted by them, can
never be supposed to extend farther, than the common good; but is obliged to secure
every one’s property, by providing against those three defects above mentioned, that
made the state of nature so unsafe and uneasy. “
h. “And so whoever has the legislative or supreme power of any common-wealth, is
bound to govern by established standing laws, promulgated and known to the people,
and not by extemporary decrees; by indifferent and upright judges, who are to decide
controversies by those laws; and to employ the force of the community at home, only
in the execution of such laws, or abroad to prevent or redress foreign injuries, and
secure the community from inroads and invasion. And all this to be directed to no
other end, but the peace, safety, and public good of the people. “
i. Judicial Power
i. “Derives his authority from the law of the people “
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ii. “… setting up a judge on earth, with authority to determine all the
controversies, and redress the injuries that may happen to any member of the
commonwealth; which judge is the legislative, or magistrates appointed by it.
And where - ever there are any number of men, however associated, that have
no such decisive power to appeal to, there they are still in the state of nature. “
iii. “Much better it is in the state of nature, wherein men are not bound to submit
to the unjust will of another. And if he that judges, judges amiss in his own, or
any other case, he is answerable for it to the rest of mankind. “
iv. “This makes it lawful for a man to kill a thief, “
v. “Want of a common judge with authority, puts all men in a state of nature:
force without right, upon a man’s person, makes a state of war, both where
there is, and is not, a common judge. “
vi. “Where there is no judge on earth, the appeal lies to God in heaven. “
vii. “… where-ever any two men are, who have no standing rule, and common judge
to appeal to on earth, for the determination of controversies of right betwixt
them, there they are still in the state of * nature, and under all the
inconveniencies of it, “
viii. “… he has not only no appeal, as those in society ought to have, but as if he
were degraded from the common state of rational creatures, is denied a liberty
to judge of, or to defend his right; and so is exposed to all the misery and
inconveniencies, that a man can fear from one, who being in the unrestrained
state of nature, is yet corrupted with flattery, and armed with power. “
ix. “Absolute arbitrary power, or governing without settled standing laws, can
neither of them consist with the ends of society and government, which men
would not quit the freedom of the state of nature for, and tie themselves up
under, were it not to preserve their lives, liberties and fortunes, and by stated
rules of right and property to secure their peace and quiet. It cannot be
supposed that they should intend, had they a power so to do, to give to any
one, or more, an absolute arbitrary power over their persons and estates, and
put a force into the magistrate’s hand to execute his unlimited will arbitrarily
upon them. This were to put themselves into a worse condition than the state
of nature, “
Legislative Power
i. “THE legislative power is that, which has a right to direct how the force of the
common-wealth shall be employed for preserving the community and the
members of it. “
ii. “But because those laws which are constantly to be executed, and whose force
is always to continue, may be made in a little time; therefore there is no need,
that the legislative should be always in being, not having always business to do.
And because it may be too great a temptation to human frailty, apt to grasp at
power, for the same persons, who have the power of making laws, to have also
in their hands the power to execute them, whereby they may exempt
themselves from obedience to the laws they make, and suit the law, both in its
making, and execution, to their own private advantage, and thereby come to
have a distinct interest from the rest of the community, contrary to the end of
society and government: therefore in well ordered commonwealths, where the
good of the whole is so con sidered, as it ought, the legislative power is put into
the hands of divers persons, who duly assembled, have by themselves, or jointly
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with others, a power to make laws, which when they have done, being
separated again, they are themselves subject to the laws they have made; which
is a new and near tie upon them, to take care, that they make them for the
public good. “
“It is not, nor can possibly be absolutely arbitrary over the lives and fortunes of
the people: for it being but the joint power of every member of the society
given up to that person, or assembly, which is legislator; it can be no more than
those persons had in a state of nature before they entered into society, and
gave up to the community: for no body can transfer to another more power
than he has in himself; and no body has an absolute arbitrary power over
himself, or over any other, to destroy his own life, or take away the life or
property of another. “
“Thus the law of nature stands as an eternal rule to all men, legislators as well
as others. The rules that they make for other men’s actions, must, as well as
their own and other men’s actions, be conformable to the law of nature, i.e. to
the will of God, of which that is a declaration, and the fundamental law of
nature being the preservation of mankind, no human sanction can be good, or
valid against it. “
“The supreme power cannot take from any man any part of his property
without his own consent: for the preservation of property being the end of
government, and that for which men enter into society, it necessarily
supposes and requires, that the people should have property, without which
they must be supposed to lose that, by entering into society, which was the
end for which they entered into it; too gross an absurdity for any man to own.
Men therefore in society having property, they have such a right to the goods,
which by the law of the community are their’s, that no body hath a right to
take their substance or any part of it from them, without their own consent:
without this they have no property at all; for I have truly no property in that,
which another can by right take from me, when he pleases, against my
consent. “
“The legislative cannot transfer the power of making laws to any other hands:
for it being but a delegated power from the people, they who have it cannot
pass it over to others. “
“The power of the legislative, being derived from the people by a positive
voluntary grant and institution, can be no other than what that positive grant
conveyed, which being only to make laws, and not to make legislators, the
legislative can have no power to transfer their authority of making laws, and
place it in other hands. “
“These are the bounds which the trust, that is put in them by the society, and
the law of God and nature, have set to the legislative power of every commonwealth, in all forms of government. “
1. “First, They are to govern by promulgated established laws, not to be
varied in particular cases, but to have one rule for rich and poor, for
the favourite at court, and the country man at plough. “
2. “Secondly, These laws also ought to be designed for no other end
ultimately, but the good of the people. “
3. “Thirdly, They must not raise taxes on the property of the people,
without the consent of the people, given by themselves, or their
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deputies. And this properly concerns only such governments where
the legislative is always in being, or at least where the people have not
reserved any part of the legislative to deputies, to be from time to
time chosen by themselves. “
4. “Fourthly, The legislative neither must nor can transfer the power of
making laws to any body else, or place it any where, but where the
people have. “
ix. “… there can be but one supreme power, which is the legislative, to which all
the rest are and must be subordinate, yet the legislative being only a fiduciary
power to act for certain ends, there remains still in the people a supreme power
to remove or alter the legislative, when they find the legislative act contrary to
the trust reposed in them: for all power given with trust for the attaining an
end, being limited by that end, whenever that end is manifestly neglected, or
opposed, the trust must necessarily be forfeited, and the power devolve into
the hands of those that gave it, who may place it anew where they shall think
best for their safety and security. “
x. “Constant frequent meetings of the legislative, and long continuations of their
assemblies, without necessary occasion, could not but be burdensome to the
people, and must necessarily in time produce more dangerous inconveniencies,
and yet the quick turn of affairs might be sometimes such as to need their
present help: any delay of their convening might endanger the public; and
sometimes too their business might be so great, that the limited time of their
sitting might be too short for their work, and rob the public of that benefit
which could be had only from their mature deliberation. “
k. Executive Power
i. “… supreme executor of the law“
ii. “… is to be considered as the image, phantom, or representative of the
common-wealth, acted by the will of the society, declared in its laws; and thus
he has no will, no power, but that of the law. “
iii. “… when he quits this representation, this public will, and acts by his own
private will, he degrades himself, and is but a single private person without
power, and without will, that has any right to obedience; the members owing
no obedience but to the public will of the society. “
iv. “Legislative power is supreme in that it makes laws, except that the people
themselves grant the legislative this power, and may take it away if it stops
working to their best interests. Executive power is subordinate to the
legislative, because its actions are bound by the laws. So, the legislative must
be a group of people who have established times to meet. Because, if one
person holds all the legislative power, then he is always in session no matter
where he is. And since that same person would be supreme to any executative
power, being able to make laws at will, they would also hold all of the executive
power. Therefore, the legislative must be a group of individuals, and the
executive must not share in the legislative power. “
v. “… the power of convoking the legislative is ordinarily placed in the executive, “
vi. “Whether settled periods of their convening, or a liberty left to the prince for
convoking the legislative, or perhaps a mixture of both, hath the least
inconvenience attending it, it is not my business here to inquire, but only to
shew, that though the executive power may have the prerogative of convoking
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and dissolving such conventions of the legislative, yet it is not thereby superior
to it. “
vii. Prerogative
1. “… several things should be left to the discretion of him that has the
executive power: for the legislators not being able to foresee, and
provide by laws, for all that may be useful to the community, the
executor of the laws having the power in his hands, has by the common
law of nature a right to make use of it for the good of the society, in
many cases, where the municipal law has given no direction, till the
legislative can conveniently be assembled to provide for it. “
2. “… is fit that the laws themselves should in some cases give way to the
executive power, or rather to this fundamental law of nature and
government, viz. That as much as may be, all the members of the
society are to be preserved: for since many accidents may happen,
wherein a strict and rigid observation of the laws may do harm; (as not
to pull down an innocent man’s house to stop the fire, when the next to
it is burning) and a man may come sometimes within the reach of the
law, which makes no distinction of persons, by an action that may
deserve reward and pardon; ‘ tis fit the ruler should have a power, in
many cases, to mitigate the severity of the law, and pardon some
offenders: for the end of government being the preservation of all, as
much as may be, even the guilty are to be spared, where it can prove no
prejudice to the innocent. “
3. “This power to act according to discretion, for the public good,
without the prescription of the law, and sometimes even against it, is
that which is called prerogative: “
4. “… since a rational creature cannot be supposed, when free, to put
himself into subjection to another, for his own harm; (though, where he
finds a good and wise ruler, he may not perhaps think it either
necessary or useful to set precise bounds to his power in all things)
prerogative can be nothing but the people’s permitting their rulers to
do several things, of their own free choice, where the law was silent,
and sometimes too against the direct letter of the law, for the public
good; “
5. “… a weak and ill prince, who would claim that power which his
predecessors exercised without the direction of the law, as a
prerogative belonging to him by right of his office, which he may
exercise at his pleasure, to make or promote an interest distinct from
that of the public, gives the people an occasion to claim their right, and
limit that power, which, whilst it was exercised for their good, they were
content should be tacitly allowed. “
6. “Upon this is founded that saying, That the reigns of good princes have
been always most dangerous to the liberties of their people: for when
their successors, managing the government with different thoughts,
would draw the actions of those good rulers into precedent, and make
them the standard of their prerogative, as if what had been done only
for the good of the people was a right in them to do, for the harm of
the people, if they so pleased; it has often occasioned contest, and
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sometimes public disorders, before the people could recover their
original right, and get that to be declared not to be prerogative, which
truly was never so; since it is impossible that any body in the society
should ever have a right to do the people harm; though it be very
possible, and reasonable, that the people should not go about to set
any bounds to the prerogative of those kings, or rulers, who
themselves transgressed not the bounds of the public good: for
prerogative is nothing but the power of doing public good without a
rule. “
Federative Power
i. “… the whole community is one body in the state of nature, in respect of all
other states or persons out of its community.
ii. “… controversies that happen between any man of the society with those that
are out of it, are managed by the public; “
iii. “… the power of war and peace, leagues and alliances, and all the transactions, “
iv. “These two powers, executive and federative, though they be really distinct in
themselves, yet one comprehending the execution of the municipal laws of the
society within its self, upon all that are parts of it; the other the management of
the security and interest of the public without, with all those that it may receive
benefit or damage from, yet they are always almost united. “

6. Definition of a State of War
a. “Men living together according to reason, without a common superior on earth, with
authority to judge between them, is properly the state of nature. But force, or a
declared design of force, upon the person of another, where there is no common
superior on earth to appeal to for relief, is the state of war: “
b. “… one may destroy a man who makes war upon him, or has discovered an enmity to his
being, for the same reason that he may kill a wolf or a lion; because such men are not
under the ties of the commonlaw of reason, have no other rule, but that of force and
violence, and so may be treated as beasts of prey, those dangerous and noxious
creatures, that will be sure to destroy him whenever he falls into their power. “
c. “And hence it is, that he who attempts to get another man into his absolute power,
does thereby put himself into a state of war with him; “
d. “… no body can desire to have me in his absolute power, unless it be to compel me by
force to that which is against the right of my freedom, i.e. make me a slave. “
e. “… where no such appeal is, as in the state of nature, for want of positive laws, and
judges with authority to appeal to, the state of war once begun, continues, with a
right to the innocent party to destroy the other whenever he can, until the aggressor
offers peace, and desires reconciliation on such terms as may repair any wrongs he
has already done, and secure the innocent for the future; “

7. Reasons for Rebellion and Limitations of Powers
a. “… absolute monarchy, which by some men is counted the only government in the
world, is indeed inconsistent with civil society, and so can be no form of civil government at all: “
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b. “… where-ever any persons are, who have not such an authority to appeal to, for the
decision of any difference between them, there those persons are still in the state of
nature; “
c. “In absolute monarchies indeed, as well as other governments of the world, the subjects
have an appeal to the law, and judges to decide any controversies, and restrain any
violence that may happen betwixt the subjects themselves, one amongst another. This
every one thinks necessary, and believes he deserves to be thought a declared enemy to
society and mankind, who should go about to take it away. But whether this be from a
true love of mankind and society, and such a charity as we owe all one to another, there
is reason to doubt: for this is no more than what every man, who loves his own power,
profit, or greatness, may and naturally must do, keep those animals from hurting, or
destroying one another, who labour and drudge only for his pleasure and advantage;
and so are taken care of, not out of any love the master has for them, but love of
himself, and the profit they bring him: for if it be asked, what security, what fence is
there, in such a state, against the violence and oppression of this absolute ruler ? the
very question can scarce be borne. They are ready to tell you, that it deserves death
only to ask after safety. Betwixt subject and subject, they will grant, there must be
measures, laws and judges, for their mutual peace and security: but as for the ruler, he
ought to be absolute, and is above all such circumstances; because he has power to do
more hurt and wrong, it is right when he does it. “
d. “… if when men quitting the state of nature entered into society, they agreed that all of
them but one, should be under the restraint of laws, but that he should still retain all
the liberty of the state of nature, increased with power, and made licentious by
impunity. This is to think, that men are so foolish, that they take care to avoid what
mischiefs may be done them by pole-cats, or foxes; but are content, nay, think it safety,
to be devoured by lions. “
e. “No man in civil society can be exempted from the laws of it: for if any man may do
what he thinks fit, and there be no appeal on earth, for redress or security against any
harm he shall do; I ask, whether he be not perfectly still in the state of nature, and so
can be no part or member of that civil society; “
f. “… even absolute power, where it is necessary, is not arbitrary by being absolute, but is
still limited by that reason, and confined to those ends, which required it in some cases
to be absolute, we need look no farther than the common practice of martial discipline:
for the preservation of the army, and in it of the whole common-wealth, requires an
absolute obedience to the command of every superior officer, and it is justly death to
disobey or dispute the most dangerous or unreasonable of them; but yet we see, that
neither the serjeant, that could command a soldier to march up to the mouth of a
cannon, or stand in a breach, where he is almost sure to perish, can command that
soldier to give him one penny of his money; nor the general, that can condemn him to
death for deserting his post, or for not obeying the most desperate orders, can yet, with
all his absolute power of life and death, dispose of one farthing of that soldier’s estate,
or seize one jot of his goods; whom yet he can command any thing, and hang for the
least disobedience; because such a blind obedience is necessary to that end, for which
the commander has his power, viz. the preservation of the rest; but the disposing of his
goods has nothing to do with it. “
g. “… if any one shall claim a power to lay and levy taxes on the people, by his own
authority, and without such consent of the people, he thereby invades the
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fundamental law of property, and subverts the end of government: for what property
have I in that, which another may by right take, when he pleases, to himself ? “
“Should a robber break into my house, and with a dagger at my throat make me seal
deeds to convey my estate to him, would this give him any title ? Just such a title, by his
sword, has an unjust conqueror, who forces me into submission. The injury and the
crime is equal, whether committed by the wearer of a crown, or some petty villain. “
“If God has taken away all means of seeking remedy, there is nothing left but patience. “
“He has an absolute power over the lives of those who by an unjust war have forfeited
them; but not over the lives or fortunes of those who engaged not in the war, nor over
the possessions even of those who were actually engaged in it. “
“… the people having given to their governors no power to do an unjust thing, such as is
to make an unjust war, (for they never had such a power in themselves) they ought not
to be charged as guilty of the violence and unjustice that is committed in an unjust war,
any farther than they actually abet it; no more than they are to be thought guilty of any
violence or oppression their governors should use upon the people themselves, or any
part of their fellow subjects, they having empowered them no more to the one than to
the other. “
“The power a conqueror gets over those he overcomes in a just war, is perfectly
despotical: he has an absolute power over the lives of those, who, by putting
themselves in a state of war, have forfeited them; but he has not thereby a right and
title to their possessions. This I doubt not, but at first sight will seem a strange doctrine,
it being so quite contrary to the practice of the world; there being nothing more familiar
in speaking of the dominion of countries, than to say such an one conquered it; as if
conquest, without any more ado, conveyed a right of possession. But when we consider,
that the practice of the strong and powerful, how universal soever it may be, is seldom
the rule of right, however it be one part of the subjection of the conquered, not to argue
against the conditions cut out to them by the conquering sword. “
“… supposing we are in such a state, that we have no common judge on earth, whom I
may appeal to, and to whom we are both obliged to submit: for of such I am now
speaking. It is the unjust use of force then, that puts a man into the state of war with
another; and thereby he that is guilty of it makes a forfeiture of his life: for quitting
reason, which is the rule given between man and man, and using force, the way of
beasts, he becomes liable to be destroyed by him he uses force against, as any savage
ravenous beast, that is dangerous to his being. “
“… though I may kill a thief that sets on me in the highway, yet I may not (which seems
less) take away his money, and let him go: this would be robbery on my side. His force,
and the state of war he put himself in, made him forfeit his life, but gave me no title to
his goods. “
“Let the conqueror have as much justice on his side, as could be supposed, he has no
right to seize more than the vanquished could forfeit: his life is at the victor’s mercy; and
his service and goods he may appropriate, to make himself reparation; but he cannot
take the goods of his wife and children; they too had a title to the goods he enjoyed,
and their shares in the estate he possessed“
“Every man is born with a double right: first, a right of freedom to his person, which no
other man has a power over, but the free disposal of it lies in himself. Secondly, a right,
before any other man, to inherit with his brethren his father’s goods. “
“The short of the case in conquest is this: the conqueror, if he have a just cause, has a
despotical right over the persons of all, that actually aided, and concurred in the war
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against him, and a right to make up his damage and cost out of their labour and estates,
so he injure not the right of any other. Over the rest of the people, if there were any
that consented not to the war, and over the children of the captives themselves, or the
possessions of either, he has no power; and so can have, by virtue of conquest, no
lawful title himself to dominion over them, or derive it to his posterity; but is an
aggressor, if he attempts upon their properties, and thereby puts himself in a state of
war against them, “
“AS conquest may be called a foreign usurpation, so usurpation is a kind of domestic
conquest, with this difference, that an usurper can never have right on his side, it being
no usurpation, but where one is got into the possession of what another has right to.
This, so far as it is usurpation, is a change only of persons, but not of the forms and rules
of the government: for if the usurper extend his power beyond what of right belonged
to the lawful princes, or governors of the commonwealth, it is tyranny added to
usurpation. “
“… tyranny is the exercise of power beyond right, which no body can have a right to.
And this is making use of the power any one has in his hands, not for the good of
those who are under it, but for his own private separate advantage“
“King James: I do acknowledge, that the special and greatest point of difference that is
between a rightful king and an usurping tyrant, is this, that whereas the proud and
ambitious tyrant doth think his kingdom and people are only ordained for satisfaction of
his desires and unreasonable appetites, the righteous and just king doth by the contrary
acknowledge himself to be ordained for the procuring of the wealth and property of his
people, “
“It is a mistake, to think this fault is proper only to monarchies; other forms of
government are liable to it, as well as that: for wherever the power, that is put in any
hands for the government of the people, and the preservation of their properties, is
applied to other ends, and made use of to impoverish, harass, or subdue them to the
arbitrary and irregular commands of those that have it; there it presently becomes
tyranny, whether those that thus use it are one or many. “
“The being rightfully possessed of great power and riches, exceedingly beyond the
greatest part of the sons of Adam, is so far from being an excuse, much less a reason, for
rapine and oppression, which the endamaging another without authority is, that it is a
great aggravation of it: for the exceeding the bounds of authority is no more a right in a
great, than in a petty officer; no more justifiable in a king than a constable; but is so
much the worse in him, in that he has more trust put in him, has already a much greater
share than the rest of his brethren, and is supposed, from the advantages of his
education, employment, and counsellors, to be more knowing in the measures of right
and wrong. “
“A man with a sword in his hand demands my purse in the high - way, when perhaps I
have not twelve pence in my pocket: this man I may lawfully kill. To another I deliver
100l. to hold only whilst I alight, which he refuses to restore me, when I am got up
again, but draws his sword to defend the possession of it by force, if I endeavour to
retake it. The mischief this man does me is a hundred, or possibly a thousand times
more than the other perhaps intended me (whom I killed before he really did me any);
and yet I might lawfully kill the one, and cannot so much as hurt the other lawfully.
The reason whereof is plain; because the one using force, which threatened my life, I
could not have time to appeal to the law to secure it: and when it was gone, it was too
late to appeal. The law could not restore life to my dead carcass: the loss was
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irreparable; which to prevent, the law of nature gave me a right to destroy him, who
had put himself into a state of war with me, and threatened my destruction. But in the
other case, my life not being in danger, I may have the benefit of appealing to the law,
and have reparation for my 100l. that way. “
“To tell people they may provide for themselves, by erecting a new legislative, when by
oppression, artifice, or being delivered over to a foreign power, their old one is gone, is
only to tell them, they may expect relief when it is too late, and the evil is past cure. This
is in effect no more than to bid them first be slaves, and then to take care of their
liberty; and when their chains are on, tell them, they may act like freemen. This, if barely
so, is rather mockery than relief; and men can never be secure from tyranny, if there be
no means to escape it till they are perfectly under it: and therefore it is, that they have
not only a right to get out of it, but to prevent it. “
“Whensoever therefore the legislative shall transgress this fundamental rule of society;
and either by ambition, fear, folly or corruption, endeavour to grasp themselves, or put
into the hands of any other, an absolute power over the lives, liberties, and estates of
the people; by this breach of trust they forfeit the power the people had put into their
hands for quite contrary ends, and it devolves to the people, who. have a right to
resume their original liberty, and, by the establishment of a new legislative, (such as
they shall think fit) provide for their own safety and security, which is the end for which
they are in society. “
“To this perhaps it will be said, that the people being ignorant, and always discontented,
to lay the foundation of government in the unsteady opinion and uncertain humour of
the people, is to expose it to certain ruin; and no government will be able long to
subsist, if the people may set up a new legislative, whenever they take offence at the
old one. To this I answer, Quite the contrary. People are not so easily got out of their old
forms, as some are apt to suggest. They are hardly to be prevailed with to amend the
acknowledged faults in the frame they have been accustomed to. And if there be any
original defects, or adventitious ones introduced by time, or corruption; it is not an easy
thing to get them changed, even when all the world sees there is an opportunity for it. “
“Great mistakes in the ruling part, many wrong and inconvenient laws, and all the
slips of human frailty, will be born by the people without mutiny or murmur. But if a
long train of abuses, prevarications and artifices, all tending the same way, make the
design visible to the people, and they cannot but feel what they lie under, and see
whither they are going; it is not to be wondered, that they should then rouze
themselves, and endeavour to put the rule into such hands which may secure to them
the ends for which government was at first erected; and without which, ancient
names, and specious forms, are so far from being better, that they are much worse,
than the state of nature, or pure anarchy; the inconveniencies being all as great and as
near, but the remedy farther off and more difficult. “
“… if any one by force takes away the established legislative of any society, and the laws
by them made, pursuant to their trust, he thereby takes away the umpirage, which
every one had consented to, for a peaceable decision of all their controversies, and a
bar to the state of war amongst them. They, who remove, or change the legislative, take
away this decisive power, which no body can have, but by the appointment and consent
of the people; and so destroying the authority which the people did, and no body else
can set up, and introducing a power which the people hath not authorized, they actually
introduce a state of war, “
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cc. “… if those, who by force take away the legislative, are rebels, the legislators
themselves, as has been shewn, can be no less esteemed so; when they, who were set
up for the protection, and preservation of the people, their liberties and properties,
shall by force invade and endeavour to take them away; and so they putting themselves
into a state of war with those who made them the protectors and guardians of their
peace, are properly, and with the greatest aggravation, rebellantes, rebels. “
dd. “The end of government is the good of mankind; and which is best for mankind, that the
people should be always exposed to the boundless will of tyranny, or that the rulers
should be sometimes liable to be opposed, when they grow exorbitant in the use of
their power, and employ it for the destruction, and not the preservation of the
properties of their people ? “
ee. “… till the mischief be grown general, and the ill designs of the rulers become visible, or
their attempts sensible to the greater part, the people, who are more disposed to suffer
than right themselves by resistance, are not apt to stir. “
ff. “Whosoever uses force without right, as every one does in society, who does it without
law, puts himself into a state of war with those against whom he so uses it; and in that
state all former ties are cancelled, all other rights cease, and every one has a right to
defend himself, and to resist the aggressor. This is so evident, that Barclay himself, that
great assertor of the power and sacredness of kings, is forced to confess, That it is lawful
for the people, in some cases, to resist their king; and that too in a chapter, wherein he
pretends to shew, that the divine law shuts up the people from all manner of rebellion.
Whereby it is evident, even by his own doctrine, that, since they may in some cases
resist, all resisting of princes is not rebellion. “
gg. “To conclude, The power that every individual gave the society, when he entered into it,
can never revert to the individuals again, as long as the society lasts, but will always
remain in the community; because without this there can be no community, no
common-wealth, which is contrary to the original agreement: so also when the society
hath placed the legislative in any assembly of men, to continue in them and their
successors, with direction and authority for providing such successors, the legislative
can never revert to the people whilst that government lasts; because having provided a
legislative with power to continue for ever, they have given up their political power to
the legislative, and cannot resume it. But if they have set limits to the duration of their
legislative, and made this supreme power in any person, or assembly, only temporary;
or else, when by the miscarriages of those in authority, it is forfeited; upon the
forfeiture, or at the determination of the time set, it reverts to the society, and the
people have a right to act as supreme, and continue the legislative in themselves; or
erect a new form, or under the old form place it in new hands, as they think good. “
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